
 

South African Press Council hearings to start amid
poisoned air

Next week in Johannesburg, the Press Council of South Africa will begin the first of a series of nationwide public hearings
to discuss reforming media self-regulation. But will the media's concerns be heeded, or will the hearings just create the
illusion of participation, with the media appeals tribunal ultimately going ahead anyway?

These hearings are largely due to ANC threats instituting a media appeals tribunal which would
presumably be a statutory body to monitor the press and punish "offending" journalists and editors who,
according to ANC spokesman Jackson Mthembu: "Don't contribute to the South Africa we want".

The Press Council's agreement to relook its self-regulation is widely credited for the ANC taking a
supposedly "softened" position. But this could be a dangerous assumption for three reasons.

Continue reading the full article on www.FreeAfricanMedia.com, an initiative by The Daily Maverick.

ABOUT JULIE REID

Julie Reid is an academic and media analyst at the department of communication science at UNISA. She regularly tweets about media issues on @jbjreid.
The digital disaster we know nothing about - 5 Dec 2012
Press Freedom Commission, ANC and the little guy - 2 May 2012
Press freedom in South Africa and why self-regulation is best - 27 Jan 2012
For a better Press Council - don't leave out the little guy - 28 Feb 2011
Press Council hearings start with robust debate - but no ANC - 18 Feb 2011

View my profile and articles...

 
For more, visit: https://www.bizcommunity.com

11 Feb 2011By Julie Reid

https://www.bizcommunity.com/
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/JulieReid
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/466/56598.html
http://www.mg.co.za/article/2011-01-14-anc-backtracks-on-media-tribunal
http://www.freeafricanmedia.com/opinionista/2011-02-11-south-africa-press-council-hearings-to-start-amid-poisoned-air
https://www.freeafricanmedia.com
https://www.thedailymaverick.com
https://www.twitter.com/jbjreid
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/66/86564.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/466/74501.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/466/69945.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/466/57210.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/466/56928.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/JulieReid

	South African Press Council hearings to start amid poisoned air
	ABOUT JULIE REID


