
 

Food supply to 675,000 people cut off after Durban food
bank ransacked

The Durban warehouse belonging to FoodForward SA was ransacked on Tuesday, prompting the organisation to close all
its branches in five cities, leaving some 675,000 people without the food it supplies.

The Durban warehouse of food bank FoodForwardSA was ransacked, stopping food supplies to 125,000 people. The
organisation has temporarily closed its other branches. Photo: supplied

More than 125,000 vulnerable people depend on the food sourced from the Durban warehouse, according to FoodForward
SA’s fund development manager, Deidre Adams.

She said looters had taken all the food in the warehouse. “They also vandalised our vehicles and managed to steal one of
our eight-ton refrigerated trucks,” said Adams.

“A truck like that costs over a million. These are speciality trucks because they are refrigerated. The infrastructure is also
expensive because we need to maintain the cold temperatures since we distribute fresh produce as well.”

Network of 1,200 beneficiary organisations

For more than a decade, FoodForward SA has been collecting edible surplus food and non-food products from farmers,
wholesalers, manufacturers and retailers. These food items are redistributed to registered beneficiary organisations. More
than 85% of the beneficiary organisations are involved in skills development and remedial work.

14 Jul 2021By Marecia Damons

South African riots and food security: Why there's an urgent need to restore stability
Wandile Sihlobo  14 Jul 2021

https://www.bizcommunity.com/
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Search/196/849/s-Marecia+Damons.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/650/217941.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/ContentShare.aspx?ct=1&ci=217941


“We serve a network of about 1,200 registered beneficiary organisations around the country and it enables us to feed
around 675,000 people daily.

“Our Durban branch serves beneficiaries in KwaZulu-Natal and the Free State.”

Beneficiaries include old age homes, shelters for homeless people, shelters for abused women, facilities for orphans and
people with disabilities, centres for at-risk youth, aftercare facilities for children, and healthcare facilities.

Adams said they had not yet estimated the value of the food lost “but we know it’s going to be millions because they took
everything”.

“We decided to also close all of our branches, not only the Durban branch, for the rest of the week because of safety
issues. So there is now going to be heightened food insecurity amongst all the 675,000 people.”

“This means that vulnerable people are not going to be able to access food.”

Food distributed across all nine provinces

Beneficiary organisations visit the FoodForward warehouses once a month for their allocations of perishable and non-
perishable food items including canned goods, rice, maize, fruit and vegetables. “They use the food to cook for their
beneficiaries,” said Adams.

FoodForward SA has five branches, in Cape Town, Gqeberha, Durban, Johannesburg and Rustenburg. From these
branches, food is distributed across all nine provinces: the Cape Town branch covers the Western Cape and Northern
Cape; the Durban branch sees to KZN and the Free State; the Johannesburg branch covers Gauteng, Limpopo and
Mpumalanga; and the Rustenburg branch covers the North West province.

“The organisations who relied on us are not getting food. That’s the really sad part,” said Adams.

She said the extent of the damages in Durban will only be assessed next week, and a decision will be taken then when to
open the other branches.

Article originally published on GroundUp.
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