
 

5 tips for female entrepreneurs

Women entrepreneurs are on the rise! The number of women starting their own businesses has risen dramatically in recent
years, with women of all ages taking the leap and launching their own enterprises - and playing a growing role in job
creation and the economic development of countries such as South Africa.

Natasha Fagri

Whether it is out of necessity to create an income when job opportunities are scarce, the desire for increased earnings,
the pursuit of career satisfaction or perhaps more flexibility to juggle work and family lives – South African women are
embracing entrepreneurship.

However, data shows that businesses run by women might be less likely than those run by men to grow because of a higher
fear of business failure.

Lets face it – women are perfectionists who are often their own task masters, demanding exacting standards that can prove
to be detrimental to their business.

Natasha Fagri is a young South African entrepreneur who has great experience in the world of women entrepreneurs and
the challenges they face.

Fagri, founder of Frost Popsicles, the range of alcoholic popsicles that took South Africa by storm, offers her 5 top tips for
female entrepreneurs:
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1. Get it out of your head that in order to succeed you need to “be like a man”. A woman can be strong, influential and
impactful whilst still being graceful with a soft touch. You don’t’ need to be “one of the boys” in order to progress and
be respected.

2. Back yourself! As women we are too quick to doubt our own abilities and ideas and we play down the importance of
trusting our gut. Women have unique intuition that in business can be extremely useful. Trust that! Always engage the
brain but don’t forget the heart.

3. Voice your ideas and thoughts. You’re brilliant and you have a voice – use it, it’s important!

4. Don’t be afraid to fail. There isn’t a success story in history where everything went perfectly the first time. Step out of
your comfort zone and be brave. You don’t learn when things go smoothly, you learn when times get tough and
solutions and strategies are needed.

5. Surround yourself (both personally and in business) with people who want to see you succeed. People that inspire
you to be the best version of yourself and want you to move forward. People you can speak honestly with and whom
you can trust. Cut out unnecessary negativity and remember there’s a big difference between realism and pessimism.
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